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GET INVOLVED!

Seagrass beds are exposed to a wide range of threats,
including industrial bottom trawling and the incorrect
anchoring of private boats. In order to effectively protect
these valuable ecosystems, seagrass-friendly infrastructu-
re is required. This includes the expansion of mooring
buoys in bays, the reduction of pollutants and toxins in
the oceans, and the designation of new marine protected
areas. Exchange and cooperation with other projects and
NGOs is also essential.

By working together, we can raise awareness of the
importance of seagrass meadows and develop solutions,
leading to the creation of sustainable and seagrass-friend-
ly boating tourism. You can contribute to this effort by
sharing your knowledge and raising awareness of this
critical issue.

By working together, we can implement practical
measures, such as establishing collection centres for seag-
rass roots. By working together, we can ensure the
protection of seagrass meadows and their vital role in the
health of our oceans and climate.

A PROJECT BY:

OKeanos

SEAGRASS
GUARDS

‘pagess
3y31 9SI1[Ige1S pue pues |eI1Seod JO UOISOId SMOopeaW
sselbeas ‘sowozIyJ pue S1004 J1dy3 03 syueyl

'SUe8d0 8y3 Jo AljIge3s pue yiesy ayi

JOJ 9|gesuadsipul SI 32yl walsAsods xa|dwod e wio)
Asy] J8y31ahb 0] ‘swsiueBI00dIW SSS|3UNO0D U104 Jeligey e
SpIA0Jd OS|e sasselbess ‘sjue|d pue| )17 ‘uoljedlipioe
Ue320 PBdNPUI-83.WI|D JO S109448 ay3 a1ebijiw
Ajluejoduws a1ewi|D JO S309lle oyl a1ebiniw o1 diay

pue Aep ayil BulNp 9pIXOIP UOQgJeD JO Sjunowe abJe|
gJosge 03 A}ljige syl aAeY Saseo Jajemiapun asay |

'924N0S

pPOOJ Ulew 83 aJe sasselbras Woym JoJ ‘93N eas
usaJb 8yl se yons saloads palsbuepus JoJ JUediHubIsS
AjJe|noljied s| eouejjodwl ,smopeaw sselbeas

‘dn BuIMOJIB J0J SUOI}IPUOD

|espl pue siolepaid wod) uolyoalold sjewiue

BUNOA SJ8}J0 UOIJRIBHBA BSUSP BY) pue ‘saldads
ysl4 snoJswinu Joj spunolb Aissinu pue bulpas.q

Se 9AJ9S Os|e Aay] "SejelgeliaAul uol||iu QS punoJe
pue ysii 0000 01 POOJ pue Jal|ays J9)J0 Smopeaw
sselbess ‘sallaw aJenbs 0OQ‘1 Ishl Jo ealde ue uj

ALISd3AIAdOIg

DEAR SAILORS

Seagrass does not provide adequate security for
vessels, and anchoring in these areas can lead

to various risks, including collisions with other
boats and running aground on rocks.

Despite legal bans and penalties, anchoring

continues in seagrass meadows, resulting in

significant damage to these sensitive ecosystems. It

is recommended that boaters use buoy fields for
anchoring, and if these are not available, they should look
for dark patches in the water indicating seagrass
meadows.

If no seagrass beds are visible or a safe distance is
maintained, anchoring is usually not a problem. However,
caution must be exercised when hauling in the anchor to
avoid causing any damage to the seagrass meadows.

In situations where visibility is poor or at night,
observation alone is not sufficient. The Donia app can
provide valuable assistance by checking for the presence
of seagrass meadows before anchoring and suggesting
alternative locations to protect these fragile ecosystems.
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WHAT BENEFITS DO
SEAGRASS MEADOWS
PROVIDE?

Tuna

Dolphins

Sea turtles

HABITAT

Seagrass meadows
are important
ecosystems. They
provide habitat and

Oct
el food for countless
marine life including
fish, invertebrates and
Jellyfish endangered species
such as the green
S i

s = sea turtle.
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Crustaceans
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Uprooting

when anchoring in
seagrass meadows

Expansion of
anchor buoys
in bays:

Instead of dropping
anchors themselves,
sailing boats can
moor at perma-
nently installed
anchor buoys. Port

associations can
expand anchor
buoys.
More anchor

HELP
SEAGRASS
MEADOWS!

buoys I — :

\ |4

Coastguards
patrol seagrass

MORE INFOS: meadows

Instagram: (@seagrass_guards.eu
Infographi Esther Gonstalla
Sources:
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BIODIVERSITY

Seagrass meadows are
home to an enormous
diversity of micro-
organisms. They are
essential for the health
of the seagrass and
the oceans.

/4
g B

Phytoplankton
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BUDE] Posidonia oceanica

e _}\ Bacteria

Zooplankton
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OUR MISSION

We give seagrass a voice
and work to ensure that
seagrass meadows
become marine protected
areas.

Educate: Q 33235
Share knowledge 0
about the threat
and protection of

seagrass meadows

Give seagrass
your voice

Certification for charter
companies

Find partners for

Make seagrass popular seagrass protection

in (social) media!

Ll

1 m? of seagrass
can bind twice as
much (0, as 1 m? of

Sediment
stabilization

rainforest.
Food/habitat for
other species
ECOSYSTEM
FUNCTIONS

Seagrass meadows
stabilize the sediment,
reduce coastal erosion,
filter pollutants, reduce
acidity, store carbon and
thereby making an
important contribution
to climate protection.

Safe fish nursery

- Pollution
e.g. pesticides or
wastewater

Get involved!

o

Use drop-off points
for seagrass roots

Create or sign online petitions

Help plantin
and fundraisers 2 g

seagrass

SEAGRASS MEADOWS

The lungs of the ocean



